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THE ULTIMATE CHECKLIST TO PLANNING A WEDDING REHEARSAL 

Introduction: Planning a wedding rehearsal is a crucial step in ensuring that your special 
day goes smoothly. It's an opportunity for the couple, their families, and the wedding 
party to practice and familiarize themselves with the ceremony and logistics. In this 
comprehensive guide, we will outline the top 50 things to do when planning a wedding 
rehearsal, from setting a date to finalizing the details. Let's dive in! 

o Choose a date and time for the rehearsal dinner 
o Determine the guest list for the rehearsal dinner 

o Book a venue for the dinner 
o Decide on a theme for the dinner, if desired 

o Plan the menu for the dinner, including appetizers, entrees, and desserts 
o Consider any dietary restrictions of guests when planning the menu 

o Decide on the bar options, such as an open bar or cash bar 
o Create a seating chart for the dinner 

o Order invitations or send out digital invitations to guests 
o Choose table decor, such as centerpieces or table runners 

o Create a playlist of music to play during the dinner 
o Hire a photographer or videographer to capture the event 

o Choose a dress code for the dinner, if desired 

o Plan a toast or speech for the wedding party and parents 
o Choose a gift or special token of appreciation for the wedding party and parents 

o Coordinate transportation to and from the dinner venue 
o Consider adding a rehearsal activity, such as a game or icebreaker 

o Decide on the seating arrangement for the bride and groom 
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o Consider any cultural or religious traditions to include in the dinner 
o Plan any additional entertainment, such as a photo booth or live music 

o Hire a caterer or arrange for a restaurant to cater the dinner 
o Choose a cake or dessert options for the dinner 

o Arrange for any necessary rentals, such as tables, chairs, or linens 

o Design and print menus for the dinner 
o Coordinate with the wedding planner to ensure a smooth transition from 

rehearsal to dinner 
o Order floral arrangements or decor for the dinner 

o Choose a signature cocktail or drink for the dinner 
o Consider having a guestbook or signing board for guests to leave messages 

o Plan any additional decor, such as lighting or signage 
o Arrange for any necessary audiovisual equipment for speeches or presentations 

o Set up a gift table for guests to place wedding gifts 
o Hire a band or DJ for the dinner, if desired 

o Plan any necessary speeches or presentations for the rehearsal dinner 
o Plan a schedule or timeline for the dinner, including speeches and events 

o Consider any logistical details, such as parking or valet services 
o Design and order personalized favors for guests to take home 

o Plan any special surprises or activities for the bride and groom, such as a 
slideshow or video montage 

o Coordinate with the wedding party to ensure everyone is on time and ready for 
the rehearsal 

o Plan any necessary rehearsals or run-throughs of the wedding ceremony 

o Create a seating chart for the rehearsal dinner 
o Arrange for any necessary accommodations for out-of-town guests 

o Plan any necessary transportation for out-of-town guests 
o Consider hiring a coordinator or planner to manage the rehearsal dinner 

o Order any necessary rentals for the dinner, such as chairs, tables, or linens 
o Plan any necessary signage or directional aids for guests 
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o Coordinate with the venue to ensure all details are in place for the dinner 
o Consider any special dietary requirements of guests when planning the menu 

o Decide on any necessary equipment or supplies for speeches or presentations 
o Arrange for any necessary set up or cleanup services 
o Confirm all details with vendors and guests prior to the event. 

Conclusion: Planning a wedding rehearsal involves attention to detail, coordination, 
and effective communication. By following these top 50 tips, you'll ensure that your 
rehearsal runs smoothly, setting the stage for a memorable and flawlessly executed 
wedding day. Remember to embrace the process, enjoy the time spent with loved ones, 
and savor every moment leading up to your special day. 


